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D EFFORT
FORAN AGREEMENT
ON RAILROAD LAW

Believed That Conferences,
Now Under Way, Will Rec-
oncile Disagreements.

With the confercnee hetween Sen-
ate and House managers on the rail-
road bills started this morning, and
with representatives of organizod la-
bor in fourteen trades and crafis
engaged in railread employment here
for a eonference with Samuel Com- |
persg and other officials of the Ameri- |
can Federation of Labor this after-
noon, sincere efforts have begun for
agreement upon a definite railroad
law.

It is the earnest hope of those
engaged in the conferences that a
way can he found to reconcile all dis-
agreementes—aospecially ubon the Iabor
provigions, whieh are a biz peoint in
controversy—so that when the rail-
rnads are turned back to private own-
ership on March 1, by direction of |
President Wilson, there will he no!
excuse {or industrial disturbance,

Antl-Strike Clanses Opponed.

When the 1Tonse and Senate enn-
fereez met this morning it was evi-
dent that a determined stand will
be taken hy the managers on the part
of the House to hoid out of the new
law any such anti-strike clause as
was Inserted in the Senate bill after
having been omitted by the House.
Every assurance was given that be-
fore elther zroup of conferees would |
vield this question would be referred
bhack to their respective houses for
jmstruction. It was the opinion of
the majority of the conferces that
the lahor provisions would not he

*dehated until all other diferences he-
tween the two bhills—the Rsch hill
passed hy the House and the Cum-
mins bill substituted by the Senate—

had been thrashed out.
Both groups of ennfereea, however,
- felt certain that after so much time
| and careful study of earnest men in
' Congress had been spent upon draft-
ing this lerislation it will not
fail now. ard that a compromise <nn

[l

]

| for reatoring the railroads tn private
! ownership and operation. on March 1.

' Labor Leadera to Mnke Statement.

f The labor leaders gathered here for
eonference with the executives of the
American Federation of Labor sald

: before the conference that they be-

' leve that some time tonight a state-

ment will be anthorized by this labor
conference seiting forth the code of
principles that the two and a hall
million railroad employes represented
belteve should be in mind when the
final draft of the railroad legisiation
§8 made. The railroad employes have
worked until the last minute to try to
have the period of fedaral control and
operation extended for another two
vears. The opposition of the railroad
workers now is centered against the
anti-strike clause in the Cummias bill,
which they are hopeful that the
House will persist in refusing to ac-
cept.
Postpone Wage Discussion.

Representatives of the railroad
unions affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor, who had planned
10 confgr with Director General Hines
today, relative to wage increases, de-
cid at the last moment not to see

j the director general today. No reason

for the postponement was given nor
did the union officials indicate when
they would ask for a conference.

WIDE ROUND-UP
OF LIQUOR FAKERS
NOW IMPENDING

{Continued from First Page.)

drinking of wood alecohol have oc-
urred here. Two other persons were

nl to hospitals
Man Hunt 1t Chicopee.

CHICOPEE, Mass., December 29.—
Bearch was continued in this vicinity
today for persons connected with the
traffic in polsoncus liguor which has
resulted in the last few dayvs in at
least seventy-one deaths and many
cases of serious illness in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut places. The
death toll at an early hour today was
divided as follows: Chicopee, 37, in-
cluding 2 women; Holyoke, 10; Spring-
field, 4, Including 1 woman: Hadlev,
3; Greenfield, 1; Hartford, Conn., 13;
Thompsenville, Conn., 2; Meriden,
Conn., 1.

Fourteen arrests of those alleged to
have handled the liguor, which was
found to contain a wood alcohol base,
had been made, and others were ex-
pected.

Conference at Chicago.

CHICAGO, December 29 —The use of
beverages composed partly of wood
alcohol, which has killed ten persons
in Chicago since Christmas, was the
subject of a cnference today between
Maclay Hoyne, state’s attorney, and
Coroner Hoffman. Mr. Hoyne said
chargese of manslaughter would be
pressed against all persons where evi-
dence shows they sold wood aleohol to
drink. .

“More than that,” he said, “they also
will be prosecuted under the lilinois
search and seigure law. This whole-
sale poisoning by bogus liguor must
stop.” .

Charles Simski, West Side saloon-
keeper, who died last night, was the
latest vietim of the concoction, which
the peolice say was manufactured In
his house. and which also killed his
wifs and a guest. More than 100 bot-
tles labeled “wood alcoho!” were found
in the basement of the saloon.,

he reached and sent to the ’I‘rnsidth1ASKS BAF KERS HERE
for hi= signature before the date set

ARMSTRONG FUND
CLOSE 10 §1,500

Movie Patrons and Volun-
teers Add to Subscription
for Detective’s Family.

INSPECTOR GRANT
GRLLED AS TRAL
*OF AN RESUMED

Attorney Sceks to Establish
Coercion Was Practiced

Contributions to the Armstrong
Relief Fund:
Previously acknowledged . . . 81,307.00
Contributions recelved today:
L. Tarner ........ 1.00 |
Yax Coben.. ... 5.00
Julins ). Peyser, ... ... 10,00

Mrn. Sidoey Alexsander. ... ... S |
(riteriopn Thenter. .. .. .. ..... az.:45
Empress Theater. .. .. ....... 17.14
Piazn Theater....... P 1740
Cnsh R e e | S o 1,60
Mra. Nathnan Samuel .. ... ... 1004
WMilllam and Henry Berens. . o000

FerR L

S0
4.00

Fimer M. Catlin Co, ..
H. Goldberg. .  ....
H. M, Schneider. ..

Today's total.......00e.. SISLID

Grand total. . .. .B1401.186 '
The fund boing collected for the henclt

of the widow nnd children of Detective |
James E. Arm=trong. killed in perform-
iance of his duty more than & week az0
by a robber, today mneared the $1.500
mark. Swelled by subscriptions by |

patrons of motion picture theaters and
I |

by voluntary niributions to The Star
and to the police department, the fund
at a late hour today totaled $1,491.10 and

was expected to pass the $1,000 mark by
night.

Steve Armstrong. who is not a rela-
tive of the deceased officer, addressed
audiencez in  three-minute tiulks las
right at the Criterinn, Empreas angd
Plaza theaters, and as a result Marou
Notes, proprietor of these motion ple- |
ture houses, turned i to The Star t 3
the sum of 257.19. Contributions will b
accepted and credited to the fund, ad-

dressed either to The Fvening Star or |
to the police department.

RESERVE BOARD

.

Representative bankers from all over
the country have been invited to a
conference by the Federal Reserve
Board to meet in Washington Janu-
ary 6 to discuss the existing rela-
tion between federal reserve bank
discount rates amd Interest rates on
deposit,

The conference is the first step of
the Federal ileserve Board to iron
out the “existing entangling alliance™
between faderal reserve bank dis-
count rates and interest rates on de-
positea which re=sulted from war
financing, Gov. Harding said. Mem-
bers of the reserve hoard feel that
any change in the present arrange-
ment, established in the war period,
will have to be made with due econ-
sideration for its effect on the gen-
eral banking situation.

Gives Conference Plan.
Plans for the conference were given

in a letter to the chairman eof the
federal reserve bank from Gov. Hard-
Ing.

“Early in 1918 said the letter,

“there was a disposition on the part
of large banks all over the country to
indulge in sharp competition for bank
balances and to offer inducements in
the way of Increased rates of interest.
“Some of the bankes In New York
were bldding as high as 3 per cent
for balances of other banks payable
on demand, and the rates offered for
time deposits were higher. This led
to reprisals on the part of interior
banks, and the bidding for business by
marking up interest rates on deposits
threatened to interfere seriously with
the financial operations of the govern-
ment.

“Finally the clearing house banks
of New York agreed to filx a rate of
214 per cent on bank balances payable
on demand, with the proviso that the
interest rate would be automatically
advanced or reduced % of 1 per cent
with each advance or decline of 1 of 1/
per cent in the ninety-day rate at the |
Federal Reserve Bank of New York.
This rate i1s now 4% per cent, and
should it be advanced at any time to
5 per cent, the rate of interest paid by
New York banks for out-of-town bank
balances wouald automatically advance
to 23 per cent.

Board Aims at Control of Credit.

“The board wishes to be free to ap- |
prove such discount rates as it may
deem necessary to bring about a
proper control of credit. But it is
anxious at the same time to avoid a'
disturbance of the whole banking
situation stuch as would most likely
result from an advance in the interest |
rates allowed on out-of-town balances |
by tha ew York bank. |
“The board was decided, !hnrs-!'nrn.t
to invite representative bankers from
all ypmarts of the country to meet in |
Washington January 6 for the pur-
pose of discussing this matter in the |
hope that some way will be found of |
abrogating the existing entangling |
allinnes between federal remerve bank |
discount rates and interes. rates on |
depogits withoul endangering exist-
ing banking rclationships.”

]
U. S. CLERKS’ PAY
RAISED 72 CENTS
FROM 1823 TO 1916

(Continued from First Page.y

000: that the Interstate Commerce |

Reports From Other Cities.
NEWARK. N. J. Defember 28.— |
Three more deaths from wood alcohoi?
polsoning, making a total of nine here |
in the last three weeks, were reported |
to the police tonight.

JERSEY CITY, N. J., December 20.
—One man is dead and two women |
are in a critical condition. in the Ja-!
maica Hospital as a result of drinking |
wood alcohol concoction. The women |
were found, unconscious, in a room. |

% EASTON, Pa., December 28—
“Whisky” containing wood alcohol |
claimed another victim here tonight |

when a local shoe merchant died. The |
police arrcsted a former policeman
and his wife in connection with the
case. He¢ was the fourth Eastonian
to die from this cause,

CLEVELAND, Ohio, December 28%.—
The first death here from aleohol
poisoning since Christmas. when sev-
eral c¢ases were admitted to hospl-
tals., occurred vyesterday. Fifteen
deaths have occurred syce Novem-
ber 1.

ELIZABETH, N. J., December 29—
One death from wood aleohol was re-
ported’ here today.

ASHEVILILLE, N. C., Déecember 29.—
Three prisoners are In the city jail,
=11 in a helpless condition, Informing
the officers that they believed they
were poisoned by a drink containing
wood alcohol.

PLAN TO ADVOCATE U. S.
WOOD ALCOHOL CONTROL

CINCINNATI, December 29—The
Federated American Societies of Ex-
perimental Biology., which began a
three-day session here todAy. planned
to recommend that the sale of wood
aleohol be controlled by the govern-
ment. Dr. Clyde Brooks of the Ohio
State University said that to make
and sell as a beverage a drink con-
taining wood alcohol was nothing
short of murder.

Big Haul of Rich Metal.

PERTH AMBOY, N. J.,, December 25,
—Burglars forced a safe in the office
uf the Roessler and Hasslacher Chemi-
~al Company here last night and es-
caped with platinum and gold valued

! pay much higher salaries, it was de-

Commisgion had twelve attorneys, re-
ceiving from 23,000 to $5000, go to
outside positions ranging from $4.000
to §15.000 a year.

Outside positions for similar legal |
work to that done in the departments

clared in the brief. As an instance,
the salary of the chief counsel of the
Interstate Commerce Commission was
eited at 310,600, while the salary of
a chief counsel of a large eastern
railread, It was declared, is $35,000.

82.2 PER CENT ADVANCE
IN LIVIIIG COSTS NOTED

_BOETON, December 29.-—An increase
of £2.32 per cent in the cost of living
for American wage carners between
July, 1914, and November, 1919, is
shown in a statement issusd by the
national indusirial conlerence hoard
yesterday, hased upon its most recent
investigations.

This represents an advance of 10.4

per cent smce November, 1918; 13.5
per cent since March, 1919, when
prices dropped temporarily, and 5.8

per cent since last July.
The increase in the cost of the five

rr_mju:' items in the family budget
since July, 1914, was: Food, 92 per
cent; shelter, 38 per cent: clothing,

135 per cent; fue!, heat and light, 48
per cent, and sumiries, 75 per cent

| ACCUSED OF EFFORT TO KILL.

R. A. White Charged With Admin-
istering Carbolic Acid to Infant.

Richard Albert White, colored,
| messenger in the Treasury Depart-

' ment, was arrested at his home, 2128
| K street, vesterday afternoon by De-
teciives Baur, Sweeney and Hart-
man and locked up to answer a
charge of assault with Intent to kill.
It is charged that he administered
earbolic acid to his infant child.

The echild, eight weeks old, was
taken to Emergency Hospital, given
first aid and traneferred to Children’s
Hospital. White, according to the de-
tectives, told where he purchased the
acld and sald he administered it to
the child because he did not want the

fY"You peot

{ Prince

to Gain Confassion.

The trinl of Zlang Sung Wan, the

young Chinese student charged with
murder in the first degree in connee-
tion with the killing of Ben Sen Wu,
an undersceretary at the Chinese ed-
ucational mission, last Jannary. wasa
resitined today in Criminal DMvision 1,
hefore Justice Gould nnd a jury. Wil-
Har . Bradshaw, the juror whose
itiness necessitated the halting of the
trial for o week, was in his place in
the jury box.

Clifford 1. Grant, chief of detectives,

was £ jectedd to n searehing cross-
examinulion by Attorney ('Shea for
the d .- TR lawyer sought to
mike the dotective mdmit that coer-
¢ion hud been vsed Ly the police to
secure: admission of guilt from the

Inspector Grant flatly de-
1t Lhe prisoner was treated In

1yt

an ; but a Kindiy manner.
“iJid Not Lie to Him.”

Asked if he hind not told Wan that his
brot = Van, was in New York when
the nrisoner asked to see his brother,
Mr. Girant responded, “*No: I did not!
lie him at all.” |

'S soughl to elicit from the
s that a4 reward had heen of-

the perpetrator of the triple
v the mission house. On ob-
ton by United States Attorney
key, the court ruled that the wit-

need not answer. I'ressing the
malier Mr. (VShea asked if auy re-
ward bad been pald to Burlingame or
ther wilness In the ca=e. The

also ruled oul this inquiry.
“AWas any reward paid to Kang LI?”
asked Mr. O'Shea.

: to my personal knowledge.,"”
salil the witness, hesitatingly.

“If you don't know, say s8o0,” Sug-
ges'cd Justice Gould,

“1 don't know,"” declared Inspector
Grant,

Counsel for the defense had the wit-
ness admit that Wan and his brother
were kept apart until in the judg-
ment of the police they were allowed
to see each other. The chief of de-
tectives said they had their “own rea-
son’ for doing so. The lawver sought
to have the witneas give this reason,
but Justice Gould interrupted.

Says Police Within Rights.

The court explained that the police
were under no obligation to put the
brothers together. They could use all
reasonable methods, the court sald, to
get the facts in a eriminal investiga-
tion. If the police went beyond the
propricties, the court stated, the jury
would be told that a confession so ob-
tained would not be “voluntary.” The
Lmitz to which thie police may go, the
court stated, depends on the cireum-
stances of each case.

Inspector Grant said Wan got angry
on one occasion only. He said he
had been inquiring as to the cashing
of the check when Wan declared:
the man who went to the
bank and you will et the murderer.”
Witn as said he then told Wan that
his brother had admitted the attemnpt
to ¢ash the check. The accused then
flew inlo a rage and declared he
wonld talk no more.

AMre. Grant sald Wan had_declined
to gn to' a hospital and he was un-
wiliing to subject him to the humil-
fation of being .placed in a cell
¥For this reagon the Dewey Hotel was
selected

WEDS PRINCE'S SON.

Miss Frances Lawrance Marries

Andre Poniatowski in Paris.

PARIS, Deecember 28.—Miss Frances
Lawrance, daughter of Mrs. Francis

C. Lawranes of Noew York, was mar-
ried yesterday to Andre Poniatowskl,
a son of Prince Andre Ponlatowskl.
An elder hrother of the bridegroom,
Stanislaus Poniatowski, a
ataff officer In the Polish army, and
Marauis de Btrantes neted ns his wit-
ness:s, Amhbassador Wallace, who
was detained at @ meetipg of the su-
preme council, wna represented at the
eremony by Joseph C. Gfew, coun-

' selor of the American embassy.

mother of the bride, before her

The
was Miss Susan Willlng,

marriage,

*Aaushter of the late Mr. and Mrs.

Ldward 8 Willing of  Philadelphia
and sister of Baroness Ribblesdale,
who before her marriage to the baron
jast June was Mrs. John Astor, once
the wife of the late Col. John Jacob

Astor.
Andre Poniatowskl's parents, Prince
and Princess Andre Ponlatowski,

are will known in New York and San
Francteeo, Princess Poniatowski was
Miss Elizabeth Sperry of San Fran-
pigen. Andre, who was born in San
Francisen, served with his father and
two brothers in the French army
during the war. Since the armistice
he has ben in the Polish army. The
ancestors of the Ponlatowskis were
kings of Poland.

Allenby Sees Egypt Improved.

LONDON, December 20.—Field Mar-
ghal Viscount Allenby, British high
qommissioner in Hgypt, is quoted by
the Cairo correspondent of the Dally
Mail as saying in an interview on
December 23 that eonditions in Egypt
generally were improving.

Influenza-Typhus Deaths in Madrid

MADRID, Sunday, December 28—
Fatalities from Influenza and typhus
have reached a high flgure. There

| were many funerals today and yester-

day.

PAY RECLASSIFIERS
MAY REPORT MARCH 1

The report from the joint congres-

slonul  eommission to  investigate of
salaries of postal employes probably
will be made to both houses of Con-

| gress by Marceh 1, and early action in
: both branches urged. That is the date

set by the commis=lon for making
public  its recommendations regard-
ing general inereases for grades of

gervice to all the 275,000 employes in
the postal service.

The commission is to leave Wash-
ington the latter part of this week for
another inspection trip. on which
hearings will be held in Atlanta, New

| Orlenns, Memphis, Kansas City and St.
| Louls. Those who are to make the
trip include Senators Bankhead
tehplirman), Gy of  Louisiana, DMe-

Keilar of Tenneeses, Sterling of North
Iakota, Moses of New Hampshire and
Representatives Steenerson of Minne-
gota, “Monn of Tennesses, Raus of
Kentneky, Tell of Georgia and Mad-
den of 1llinoeis.

teplies to queastionnaires have heen
received from more than 175,000 em-
ployes of the Post Office Departmen
and these are 1o be summarized and
tabmlated by Malcolm  Kerltn, who
ha? just resigned as assistant post-
master to take up this work under the
United States bureau of efliciency.

NEXT COUNGHL MEETING

70/BE HELD I} LONDON

PARIS, Decemrber 28 —The next con-
ference of the counecil of four or five
will be held in l.ondon, where Premier
Lidoyd George s detained by Irish
affnirg, according to the Intransig-
eiant,

The date for the exchange of ratl-
fications, on which the call for the
mecting of the league's eouncil de-
pends, is still uneertain, nothing hav-
ing heen heard from the Germans in
response to the latest allled note.
The expectation in official circles is
that some word from Berlin regard-
ing the subject will be at hand by
tomorrow unless interrupted tele-
graphic transmission causes further
delay.

According to the terms of the peace
treaty Germany was to furnish by
December 21 a statement regarding
a number of different questions dealt
with by the treaty. as the exchange
of ratifications is not vet definitely in
sight, however, the council today con-
sidered the possibility of extending

the time for this statement,
The conditions under which Ger-
many 1s te turn over the light

crulgers demanded as part of the re-
paration for the destruction of the
Scapa Flow fleet also were discussed
by the council.

It was decided to send congratula-
tionas to Gen. Mlemsel, heading the
mission to the Baltie, on the manner
in which its task in conection with
the evacuation of the Baltic provineces
Ly the German troops had been car-
ried out.

MEXICAN REBELS PLAN
DE FACTO GOVERNMENT

Villa Said to Be Agreed Upon as
Ieader of Unified Military Com-

mands in East and South.

EL PASO, Tex., December 29.—Mex-
fean revolutionists are working on a
plan for unity of military commands
and alms, with the frst step the set-
ting up a de facto government, ae-
cording to reports here today.

Followers of Francisco Villa eaid
he had been agreed upon as the mil-
itary leailer by revolutionists on the
éagt coast of Mexico and by southern
rebels.

The revolutionists, it was =ald, plan
their first military movement on the
east coast, and their chiel aim at
present I8 to obtain control of- the
Mexican oll districts, where they
would set up their de flacto govern-
ment. CGen. Manuel Palaez, who has
conirol of the district outside what

Carranza holds, has not yet agreed
to the proposal of the other revo-
lutionists, but isz gaid to have ex-

pressed a willingness to consider it.

The plan further calls for the selz-
ure of the east coast of Mexico by
mt?l revolutionists as rapidly as pos-
sible.

842 SOLDIERS LEAVE
SIBERIA FOR AMERICA

VLADIVOSTOK, Thursday, Decem-
ber 11.—The United States Army
trapeport Logan departed today for
the Uniled States. The veasel carries
842 moldiers, which leaves in Hiberia
fifty-three drafted men, or men who
enlisted for the period of emergency,

The Logan is sailing direct for San
Franci=sco and it = expected that
ghe will arrive there about January 1.

The remaining drafted men, thirty
of whom are on the way to ViadivoB-
tok from posta in the railway zone

and the others who are in hospltals,
will leave Siberia on the transport
Sheridan, sailing the middle of Janu-
ary.

C._H. SYME FORMALLY
RESIGNS AS D. G. COUNSEL

"onrad H. 8yme has sent hig formal
resignation as corporation counsel of
the Distriet to the Commissioners, and
it probably wil' come up for actlon
at the meeting of the city heads to-
morrow.

It is practieally certain that the
Commissiohers will a¢cept the resig-
nation. Mr. Syme desires to resume
private practice

Francis H. Stephens, an assistant
corporation counsel for A number of

vears, is being mentloned as the most
likely succeBsor to Mr. Syme,

GREY 10
ING 0. 5. Wi
AND BY ALL

British Envoy, Despite Some

I

' Disappointment, Is Not in
. Complaining Spirit.
nY DAVID LAWRENCE,
Jiscount Edward Grey—the man

lwho. ar forelgn secretary of Great
| Britain, led the allies in the critical
!mmm-rlls of July, 1914—returns this
! week to Europe to tell the people over
| there exactly what he believes to be
at isspe in the frealy controversy in
!the U1 ~d States.

.| The ambassador leaves in no com-

iplaining spirit and in no captious or im-

patient mood. He is8 neither slighted
by his inabllity to have an audience
| with P’resident Wilson nor is he im-
pressed with the charge that party
| politics alone lie at the bottom of
| America’s hesitatlon to ratify the
| beace treaty.

| Mission In Unfilled.

1
| It is true In one sense that the mis-
gion of L.ord Grey has been a failure,
bui in quite another sense it is about
| the most important mission that could
j have been contemplated for this
|<'.|-itir-r11 moment in the relations of the
ITnited States and Europe. It will be
remembered that Lord Girey was sent
to the 1inited States to discuss with
| President Wilson certain questions
larising out of the ratification of the
! peiace treaty.
| When he got here Mr. Wilson suf-
| fered a nervous collapse and not
!f“'f'ﬂ the Secretary of State was per-
| mitted to see him, and, furthermore,
|so far as Ameoerica is concerned, there
{have been no “questions arising out
ot the ratification of the peace treaty,"”
for the obvious reason that the treaty,
lwhich Europe expected to see rati-
| fled by October, with the first meet-
ing of the league of nations in scs-
!sion by then, still remains unacted
iunun by the Senate of the United
i States,

There remained two things w‘.hlt;h
|Lord Grey could do—wait here till
the Senate acted, which might pro-
| long his visit in America beyond the
| time which he had agreed on aceount
lof his failing health to remain in
{the United States, or else go back
home and serve the Kuropean pebple
|best by telling them sexactly what is
!Involved in the trealy controverey in
I'the 1United States.

! Nnturally, Lord Crey chose tha
Jatter. In such a Bituation as the
present nothing but first-hand con-
sideration and personal contact eould
i enlighten a foreigner of the true
canses of America's treaty struggle.
\ "Phe Rritish envoy has had an oppors
j"lunﬂy to meet Senator Leodge, the
republican leader, and other op-
ponents of the treaty. Tle has hnd. a
chanecr to disenss with them the rea-
gong for their desire for reservations,
as well as thelr reasons for wanting
tn =ees America 'HM-‘; out of BEurope
altogether. 11 has been able to size
up the situation and take back a com-
prehensive report. He will be listened
to In Jureope heeause of his remarka-
ble prestize in FEuropean diplomacy,
both inside amd outside of Britain,
and because of the fact that he has
denlt at first hand with the principles
in the Ameriean treaty fight.

Whnat He Likely Wil Tell Europe.

T.ord Grey hardly will tell the Euro-
pean pecoples that the same nation

which showed her unsealiishness in the
great war noy would be guilty of
selfishness in seeking to digsociate

who bore the brunt of the war for
hiiman freedom. TLord Grey hardly
will confirm the charges of so many
people in this country that Senator
Lodge has been seeking partisian ad-
vantage alone in his keen battle with
the President.

But unquestionably he will tell
Burope ahout the inique character of
the American form of government
which makes the legislative branch
of the government independent of the
stecutive go that the ecountry might
have one party in Congress and an-
other party in the White House.
* he will be {iible to trace for the benefit
of BEuropean peoples who are ac-
‘ecustomed to the parliamentary form
of governnfent and an execttive re-
aponsgible to the legislature the grow-
ing tendency on the part of the ex-
ecutive from the days of Roosevelt
on to proceed Independently of the
other branches of the government.

Wil e Able to Give Reasons.

He will be dble to describe the rea-
son for America’'s hesitation to entet
into a binding contract for participa-
tion in HBuropean affairs without
knowing first exactly what the com-
mitments are going to he, Summed
up, the Européan observers, including
the ambassadors and writers who

have been making a study of the
American trealy controversy, see it
possible to baoil all the rescrystions,

down to a single resolution, namely
that in the operation of so important
an instrument as the covenant of the
league of natlone the President of
the United States shall not have the
power to commit the United Btates to
any obligation—moral, political, phys-
leal, legal or material-—unless the
consent of Congress is first given.

Buch an assurance i8 not necessary
in Burope, for the moment the pre-
mier or prime minister adopts a policy
that is not to the liking of the parlia-
ment or national legislature he can be
ousted by a simple vote of lack of
confidence, and if he doubts the valid-
ity of that vote he can appeal to the
people in a general election, wherein
the verdict can be alffirmed or reversged
and a mihistry continued or (urned
out of power.

Some day America may modernize
her Constitution to provide for a bet-

ITHEFTS OF $25,000,000

IN NEW YORK THIS YEAR

NEW YORK, December 29 —Crim-
inals in ten thousand separate thefts
robbed the people of New York of
cash and goods amounting approxi-
mately to $25,000,000 during 1919, ac-
cording to the New York Tribune to-

~day. The estimate was given by
officials of thifty-two burglary in-
surance firms in the city, who say
the year just ending has been the
most disastrous in their history.
Robberies increased by more than
30 per ecent over last vear, and the
value of the goods stolen almost
doubled.

The principal losses were: Silk in-
dustry, $2.000,000: furriers, £1,500,-
000 ; trucking firms, $1,500,000; jow-
elers, §1,000,000. The total of lib-
erty bonds and other securities ap-
propriated by wyouthful bank mes-
sengers exceeded $1,000,000.

ter check on the executive, and like-
wise for a better oppoertunity te turn
out of oflice a Senate or House that
sets itself up to defy the wishes of
public opinion. But for the present
Eurcpe must deal with the practical

situation, and undoubtedly the most
important result of Lord Grey's mis-
sion will be to bring about better re-
Intions not only between the United
States and Great Fritain, but between
this country and [EBurope, by urging
consideration for the special situation
in which America finds herself.

There is the pleasantest and most
cordial fecling between Viscount Grey
and I’resident Wilson, even though
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the latter has not found it possible to
receive the distinguished visitor.
When ILord Grey arrived and found
Mr. Wilson had broken down in
health he promptly sent a letter to
the White House advising the Presi-
dent not te trouble himself about re-
ceiving the credentials of the British
ambassador. Indeed, when he found
that he eould see the Secerctary of
State and conduct his business there
without rezard to the technical handi-
eap of not heing  officially  received
the whole guestion was dismissed
from Lord Grey’'s mind.
President Is Disappointed.

It is, on tha other hand. well known
that the T'resident would have liked
to renew his acquaintance with Lord
Grey, but tn do so meant a possible
slight to the five or sir other am-
bhanssadors and ministers from other
countries, who might feel offended
unless Mr. Wilson saw them, too. ond
his physiciang will not yet permit him
to go through the ceremonious ordeal
of receiving foreign diplomats. So
T.ord Grey fully understands the
situation and carries away with him
only the highest feeling of admira-
tinn and respect for the President.

His mission has been unfulfilled in
one sensn only—he has not discussed

questions sure to arise out of the
operation of the peace treaty. But
he has obtained a close-up view of

American polities and the American
attitude, and he pFoes away confident
that the United States will ultimately
ba found at the side of her allies’
helping in the Immense Joh of trying
to reconstruct a war-torn world.

{Copyright. 1919.)

THREE ARE AGGUSED
OF WILLFUL MURDER

Various Other Offenses Al-
leged in Indictments Re-
turned by Grand Jury.

Murder in the first degree is charged

herself entirely from the prostrated|in three Indictments returned today
European countries and thus seek to by the grand jury.
impose added burdens on the peoples mment alleges manslaughter, and thir-

Another indiet-
ty-four others charge various crimes.

Josephine Berry, colored, is said to
have shot and killed Ada King, also
colored, in Springmann's court, in
Southwest Washington, October 29
last. Willlam Taylor. colored, is
charged with the willful murder of
his former emplnyer, Willlam McK.
Bentzel, a white man, who was struck
over the heard with an iron bar in
the rear of 13368 B stroet southeast.
Thomas Clark, colored, is indirted for
the killing of Joseph Culbreath, also
colored, in a craps game November

And /| 15 last at 723 Lonegfellow street.

Aecuned of Mansirughter.

Manslaughter is the chairge pre-
ferred against James P. Carlton, an
inmate of the Government Hospital for
the Insane, in connection with the
death QOotober 27 last of Gordon Berry,
an attendant at the hospital.

Louls W, Fiedler, a corporal of ma-
rines, emmployed as a clerk in the pay
department of the Marine Cerps, was
indicted for forgery. It is claimed
that i{n opening the mail he came into
possession of eleven pay checks be-
longing to officers. whose names he
was #aid to have forged as indorse-
ments on the checks, which were
cashed.

Other Indletments Returned.

Others indicted and the charges
against them are: .Elbhert Saunders
and Willinm Mansen, carnal knowl-
eédge; Ilus DPusey, Milton Winslow,
Thomas F. C. Henry, Charles Johnson,

and Paul Frazier, houschrealinz and
larcen¥® Annabelle Cook, James P,
Wayland, William Ross, Georgo
Minor, Florence Luecas, lavmond
Rollins, Monroe Itobinson, andl
Thomas Smith, grand larceny; Frank
. Hart, receiving stolen Hron-

erty; Forrest Dyer, robbery; Charles

Thomas, attempted robbery; Lillian
Bowie and Payton Brady Jackson,
forgery; Joseph Edward Johnson,

Arthur Walker and Aaron A. F. John-
son, assault with dangerous weapon;
Annie Hinzman, arson; Charles R.
Warren, joy riding; Madge Allen,
larceny after trust; Wendell L. Graham
and Frank C. Zeller, non-support;
Raymond Ball and John Walsh, house-
breaking and larceny; James BE.
Edwards and Chin Foy, viclating
antl-narcotle law.

CENER AT. PERSHING'S VISIT TO HIS HOME TOWN.

’ al §75,000, it was reported today.

‘little one. The child may recover,

»

1 pistol

APPEAL TO TAF
10 DISCUSS TREATY

A petition requesting former Presi-
dent Taft to come to Washington to
address a meeting about January 7 at
Liberty Hut in the interests of a final
sattlement of the peace trealy €on-
troversy was being circulated among
a number of the senators at the Capi-

tol today. Some of them signed it,
including mild reservationists, so-
l(‘.:i.l]nd, on the republican side. The

| purpose of the advocates of the plan
| ist to bring about 2 non-partisan meet-
|Im: of men who desire to see the
treaty ratified, both democrats and re-
publicans.

The senators who are pressing for
action on the peace treaty continued
| today to insist that something would
| he forthcoming in the matter of a
| ecompromise by the close of the holi-
|rfn,r.~=. Senator MeCumber of North
| I'akota, who has been one of the
| strongest supporters of ratification
of the peace treaty on the republican
side, is expected to reach Washing-
ton tomorrow, cutting short his holi-
diys. Several other members of mild
reservation group have remained
Washington throughout the recess
and they are going ahead with their
pians. They hope, as they have hoped
ail along, that they wiil be able to
bring about ratification of the treaty
under the leadership of
Lodge, the republican leader. But
they are insistent that they will get
artion, even if they have to make a
compromise agreement with the dem-
oerats themselves.

Senator Lenroot of Wiscofsin, who
has been the spokesman frequently
for the mild reservationists, especial-
Iy when discussing the matter with
the republican leader, had a confer-
ence with Senator Lodge at his resi-
dence yesterday. Following the con-
ference Mr. Lenroot admitted that the
treaty had beep discussed, but was
roticent in regard to what had been
said.

In some quarters it was suggested
today that nothing would he done in
the matter of a compromise on the
peace treaty until the democrats in
the Senate select a leader on January
1%, as now planned. At that time the
contest between Senator Underwood
of Alabama and Senator Hitcheock of
Nebraska will be settled, it is ex-
pected. Once this matter iz settled,
it is believed that it will be easier to
bring about effective conferences on
the treaty.

“DRY” INSPECTOR'S
SECOND TRIAL ON

MANASSAS, Va., De¢cember 29 (Spe-
cial).—"Unlawful murder” will be the
gual of testimony of the prosecution
in the second trial of W. C. Hall,
prohibition inspector, charged with

the killing of Lawrence D. Hudson,
lagt March. The rrial opened here
this morning before Judge Samuel G.
Brent. :

Judge F. 8. Tavenner,

counscl for
ment to the jury declared that the
progecution would attempt to prove
that Hall had “wrongfully and un-
Inwfully” killed Hudson, who was sit-
ting helpless in the automobile sus-
pected of hootlegging “without lift-
ing a hand to do anybody harm.”

Likely to Plend “Self-@iefenne.”

Self-defense will be Halr's plea. At-
torney Louis O. Wendenberg, chief
counsel for the defense, indicated in
his opening statement. The defense
will seek to establish the fact that

with a half-filled bottie of whisky.

The trinl got under way speedily.
The jury, representing farmers for the
most part, was impaneled at 10:51, less
than an hour after the trial opened.
The jurors are: Georfe L. Hos=en-
berger, R. M. Jenkins, W. R. Hoskin,
J. W. Arnold, J, F. Huffman, George
D. Baker, A. T. Abel, Raymond Curtis,
CGloorge M. Davis, J. J. Newton, W. W.
Leming and W. F. Carrick.

The shooting of Hudson took place
outside of Winchester, Va., near the
Tumbling Run bridge. In the car with
Hudson was Raymond Shackleford, al-
leced to have been transporting liguor
from Baltimore to Petersburg. Shackle-
ford was killed at the driver's seat
that night. Hudson was fatally
wounded and rushed to the Winchester
Hospital in the automobile of the pro-
hibition officers.

Jointly charged with Hall with the
murder of Hudson are three fellow of-
ficers: Harry F. Sweet, sr., W. GG. Dun-
leavy and J. H. Sullivan. When ar-
raigned they elected separate trials,
If Hall is convicted action will be
taken against them. If the case ends

prossed.

These three men, Joe Willlams, who
was their chauffeur on the night of
the killing and who is now under in-
dictment for the murder of his wife,
ard uvne other were the only witnesses
present for the defense this morning.
sSeventeen Witnessen for Proseecution.

For the prosecution seventeen wit-
NESSE8 were sSworn,

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Blyve and Della
Ritcey are expected to prove the star
w . tnesses for the prosecution, gince
they were occupants of a house only

250 yards from the scene of the shoot-
ing. Miss Racey is a sister of Mra.
Blye. The latter appeared in court

this morning with an infant in arms

The case procedded with such dis-
pateh that the opening statement of
both the prosecution and defense had
bean concluded before 11:30, and shortly
afrer which the first witness took the
atund: He was H. Morrison, jr., a
rhotographer of Woodtsock, Va., who
presented photographs showing the lay
of the land at the Valley turnpike and
Tumbling Run bridge, where the shoot-
ing ocecurred. These photogruphs were
introduced with the purpose of inform-
ing the jury exactly as to the details
of the neighborhood of the shooting.

In his opening statement Judge Tav-
enner charged that the automobile in
which Hudson wnas a passenger wis
“stopped without authority, apparent-
lv, from the commonwealth of Vir-
winia.,” He declared that the men were
stopped under the ijdea that prohi-
bition officers had a right to do so,
believing that the car had liquor in
it. He said that Shackleford was an
acquaintance if not a former friend of
Hall. When they met, declared Judge
Tavenner, but a few moments had
cinsped before Hall had shot Shackle-
ford twice. He then charged that Hall
had, after an interval, turned the gun
on Hudson.

Discusses Defenne's Point.

Speaking of one of the primary
points of the defense, he declared that
“they will show that Shackleford's
had three empty chambers in

“But Hall was the first man to see
the pistol,” he told the jury. “Why
were five shots fired, first two and
then three, after the car had come to
a stop?”’

It I8 on this point that the prosecu-
tion will fire one of its strongest legal
projectiles into the ranks of the de-
fense. The Blye family has been called
tno the stand especially to testify as to
the interval and number of shots fired.
The theory of the prosecution is thuat
the defendant himself exploded the
cartridges in Shackleford’'s gun in an
effort to secure a basis for defense,

The prosecution painted a word pic-
fure of the decea=ed man, describing
Bhackleford a4 being a  one-legged
man, *a crippl,” and Hudsin as
but a boy of eighteen. The defense,
however, drew a darker picture of the
deceased. They claimed that Shackle-
ford was “"a notorious bootlegger” and
that Hudson was a veritable young
giant standing six foot two inches In
Bpite of his eighteen vears. .

In charge of the prosecution are
Commonwealth's Attorney Thomas H.
Lion of Prince Willilam eounty and
Judge F. 8. Tavenher of Woodstock,
Va. Counsel for the defense are Louis
0. Wendenberg. former state senator;

Walton & Walton of Manassas, an
Meetls & also of Mam

in |

Senator |

the prosecution, in his opening state- .

Hudson had pulled Hall into the au-
tomobile and hit him over the head |

in aequittal their cases will be mnolle |

COAL COMMISSION
CALLS ON TUMULTY

Program Expected to Be Out-
lined at Meetings
During Week.

Members of the commission named
by President Wilson under the coal
strike set!lament agreement to mvesti-
gate wages and prices in the bituminou-
{coal industry conferred with Secretar;
Tumulty today at the White House

The commission is expected to lay
out a program for its work at meet-
ings to be held during the day an/
Iremainder of the week.

Members of the executive commit
tee of the Bituminous Coal Operators’
Association were in the city todayv,
and it wns expected that the opera-
tors finally would tender their as-
sistance to the commission in it=
work, in spite of objections that hav:
been made by the operators to the
| government’'s plan.

Under the strike settlement agro:
ment with the miners, made by Al
torney General Palmer with President
Wilson's authorization, work has hee:
resumed at the mines, a 14 per cen!
lincrease in wages has been given th:
miners and government-fixed price:
on coal of §2.35 per ton mine run o’
the mine have been retained. The com
mis=sion is empowered to grant further
increases, if found necessary, and to
inerease the price of coal I that is
necessary. and has been requested 1o
report & decision within sixty days

The members of the commission ar
Henry M. Robinson of Pasadena, Calif
chairman; Remhrandt Peale, repre-
senting the operators, and John
White, representing the miners,

Secretary of Labor Wiison later
joined the conference. John G. Keegan,
attache of the Departent of Labor
who took part in the settlement with
the miners, accompanied Mr. Wilsor
to the White House.

RADE COMMISSION
STARTS NEW PROBE

The Question of Guarantee
Against Decline in Price
Being Investigated.

Of vital interest to business through-
out the United States and fundamen-
tally to the consumer is a brand-pew
investigation that has just been
started by the Federal Trade Commis-

sion into a growing business prac-
tice against which extensive com-
plaints have been flled—the question
of guarantee against decline in
price.

In about two months the Federal
Trade Commission expects to have a
big hearing at which all parties in-
| terested ecan  participate—growers,
. manufacturers, producers, wholesale
and retail merchajts, jobbers and
consumers, In the meantime the
commission has sent out many thou-
sands of copies of a letter to all
chambers of commerce and trade or-
ganlzations throughout the country.
to all trade journals, co-operative
 buying associations and national farm
iorganlzationn. asking for an expres-
!sion of opinion on this trade practice
of guaranteeing against decline in
price.

The Interest of the Federal Trade
| Commission is for the consumer,
whose rights seem to be threatened,
according to some complaints, by the
fact that this practice lJeads to stop-
page of the natural flow of commod-
ities in the channels of trade.

Twe Methods Used.

There are two ways in which the
prices are now guaranteed—one by
the manufacturer against any de-
cline he raay make in the price, and
the other against a deciine In the
market price. There Is serious doufft
in the minds of the Federal Trade
Commission whether the same Een-
eral principle can be applied on per-
ishable commodities as on staple
goods.

As an illustration of how the com-
{ plaints have come to the Federal
lTrade Commission. One soap jobber
complained that a manufacturer has
| refused to guarantee the price against
| decline though it was common prac-
{tice in the trade. The manufacturer
| admitted it, said It was the belijef of
| the jobber that this was his right, but
| the manufacturer believed it “unjusti-
i flable merchandising.” He argu that
when the title to the goods legally
pasges he did not think that he shoulil
be forced to assume the hazard of
the other fellow's business. Then he

) =4

brought In the question which has
most deeply interested the commis-
sion. He =ald that he believed this
practice leads 10 stoppage of the
natural flow of the commodities
through channels of trade. For ex-

ample, if 1 man buys on a rising mar-
ket and is assured against any de-
cline in price his natural avarice
leads him to hoard the goods on his
shelvea until he can get the better
price. The natural tendency of mer-
chandising is to keep goods moving
and to clear the shelves instead of
{ hoarding.

Wide Injustice Feared.

The investigation in regard to the
practice in merchandising soap and
| several other commaodities has oon-
! vinced the commisgion that there may
| exist a practice very harmful to busi-
| ness and -0 the interests of the con-
| sumers. Beeause this practice has
| spread g0 wilely through many lines
| of poods, and it i= impoesible to make
|a particular investigation on each
[mmmnﬂilg'. the commission decided
|thp make a big general investigation
and bring to Washington for a pub
lic hearing directly before the commis-
sion all parties at interest deeiring
to he heard.

The purpose of the preliminary let-
ter iz so that the parties to the oon-
troversy may have in advance a gen-
eral summary of the arguments for
or ageinst the questioned trade pro-
tice and be ready to answer them
if possible,

The Federal Trade Commission i#
an administrative body which has ex-
perts investigating the economic and
legal side of “forestalling” following
compliaints regarding unfair trade
methode. Already complaints have
been issued in several iIndustries
against this practice, and the bhig
hearing is planned here so as to dis-
pose of the entire guestion in a com-
prehensive way and to obviate in-
terminable controversy.

MOSCOW SOVIET OFFERS
PEACE TO POLISH REGIME

COPENHAGEN, December 29.—The
soviet government at Moscow has
sent a formal peace offer to the Polish
government by wireless. The message
denies that the bolsheviki are pre-
paring a new offensive against Fo-
land with the aid of Chinese forces.

A soviet wireless message picked
up in London on December 26 cou-
tained an offer from M. Tchitcherin.
the bolshevik foretgn minister, to
open peace negotiations with Poland
 immediately. The Polish government
was requested to mame the time and
place for the negotiations to begin.

Geneva advices under date of -
cember 22 said that Leon Trotsky.
the soviet minister of war, was pre-
pari for a great offensive agalnst
Pulam next spring. Chinese troops.
recruited at the rate of §000 a day
and trained in the soviet litary
uld ald the im
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